Crossing Fhe Finish Line, bul Missing the Mark:

Growing Gag between Graduation & Proﬂc'\ency N M'\ch'\gan H'\gh ochools

Gradualion Rale Rising, ﬂ
Proficiency Rale Declining p)!

-Statewide graduation rate hit 84%
in 2025
-English proﬂc'\ency 554%, math
proficiency 2/.5%

-SChool-level patterns mirror

statewide trends
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More Sltudenls Graduale, Fewer are Proficient

800
578
SSN =00 554
516 S22 513
369 363 e
30 209
. . = 5

17-18 18-19 19-20 20-21 21-22 22-25 23-24 24-25

Bl English Proficiency Ralte [l Malth Proficiency Rale — Gradualion Rale

mhedas Josh Lake | Michigan State University

i

i @ Master of Public Policy Capstone Forum | April 9, 2026
% Special thanks to Chris Janzer & Abby Bies, MDE

Nol a Poor School Problem

-No statistically significant
relationship between share of
econom‘\co\\\y disadvantaged students
and math graduation-proticiency gap
-ouggests that the GPG is as
prevalent in middle-and-upper class
schools as low-income schools
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Ouvlcomes Are Nol

@ Necessarily Aligned

-Factors associated with graduation
are Not a\ways associated with
proﬂc'\ency

-Factors associated with math
proﬂc'\ency are Not a\ways
associated with English pmﬂc'\ency
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-Provide clear, statewide guidance on course content
aligned with proﬂc'\ency benchmarks

-Encourage district adoption of masfery—w@ocused
grading that reflects demonstrated proticiency
-Partner with educators to provide resources which
meaningtully support instruction and learning



